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Support the Cause!
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Did you know that more than 31,000 children in Florida are abused neglected and more than 4,600 of those children do not have a Guardian ad Litem?

You Can be a part of the solution.

Become a Member of the Florida Guardian ad Litem Foundation Today! 
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Where Have the Years Gone?    

 

I'm old enough to remember when the year 2010 was the distant future. It's much simpler to look back and review where we've been...so let's do.

 

In the State of Florida, we are fortunate to have so many people dedicated to improving the lives of children caught up in the dependency system. 2009 saw an impressive increase of GAL volunteers and representation and I want to thank everyone who has contributed time and money to make this possible. In today's economy, both are precious commodities. The fact that each of you has made the GAL Program a priority speaks volumes about your passion and commitment to our cause. Thank you!

 

In 2010, the Florida Guardian ad Litem Foundation and the Guardian ad Litem Program will continue to work toward increasing our volunteer numbers. Our goal, as always, is 100% representation. We feel that EVERY child deserves the benefit of a GAL volunteer and we will continue to strive to make our goal a reality.  

 

If you have not already done so, please consider joining the Guardian ad Litem Foundation. Your contribution will assist us in continuing the effort to recruit and train volunteers and staff to ensure that all children who are victims of abuse or neglect will have a dedicated and caring adult looking out for their best interests in the courtroom and in the community.

 

Sincerely,

Shara Weaver, Interim Board Chair
Florida Guardian ad Litem Foundation

Program Notes

Guardian ad Litem Program Nearly 
7,000 Volunteers Strong [image: image5.jpg]



Despite the downturn in the economy and a nearly 12% state unemployment rate, the Guardian ad Litem Program gained more than 700 volunteers during the final quarter of 2009. Theresa Flury, Executive Director of the Statewide Guardian ad Litem Program, said the Program, which celebrates its 30th Anniversary this year, is poised to exceed 7,000 volunteers by the end of January, 2010.

"We're grateful to the citizens of this state who, despite personal hardships, continue to make abused and neglected children a priority.  Florida is confronting a budgetary shortfall that threatens a broad spectrum of services vital to the well-being of 'our' children," said Flury.  "Now, more than ever, we need Floridians to join our cause."

Although more volunteers are being sought throughout the state, Monroe, Clay, Duvall, Nassau, Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Escambia and Walton counties pose the greatest need. If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering, please call 1-866-341-1425 or visit our website at www.GuardianadLitem.org.

News From Around the State
 

Upcoming Events [image: image6.jpg]



The 12th Judicial Circuit Children's Guardian Fund will hold their First Annual CGF Golf Tournament April 12, 2010.  It will be held at the Laurel Oak County Country Club.

For more information visit the Children's Guardian Fund website.
Raceway to Raceway Ride to Success
The First Judicial Circuit celebrated success with their first annual "Raceway to Raceway" Motorcycle Ride and Chili Cook-off.  Participants enjoyed a chili contest, all-you-can-eat food, music and door prizes. Motorcyclists participated in an escorted ride on Highway 90 to Five Flags Raceway.

First Circuit Florida Guardian ad Litem Program
A Guardian's Story
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A few years ago we were on a case involving two boys. The case had closed and the children were not returned to their mother. After some time, the mother came back asking for the case to be re-opened. At the time our volunteer, Barbara Spotts (now a staff member) was the only person from the "system" involved with the case who felt the mother deserved a second chance. The mother was successful in getting her children back.

Recently, Barbara received a phone call from the now 15-year old boy thanking Barbara for her efforts and the fact that she went against the tide and believed in his mother. Apparently the mother and the children were going through a "time capsule" the mother had created, which included documents about her involvement in dependency. When the boy realized what had happened and how through Barbara's efforts the child had gotten his family back, the boy wanted to call Barbara and thank her for the difference she had made in their lives.

Thank you ALL for your hard work and for giving so much of yourself to our children and our families!

Story as told by Frank Prado, Regional Director for the 11th, 16th and 20th Judicial Circuit.


Legislative Update

Governor Charlie Crist released his budget recommendations for the 2010-2011 fiscal year. These recommendations include providing $379,000 to the Guardian ad Litem Program to ensure that all program staff and volunteers undergo national background checks as a condition of employment and volunteer affiliation, and designates $1 million in recurring general revenue, without which the Program will be forced to lay off more than 25 employees resulting in an additional 750 children losing their most committed advocate. Overall, the recommended budget for the GAL Program is higher than our 2009-2010 fiscal year appropriation.

While these are simply recommendations to the Legislature, they are also a great first step for the program.

The Florida Guardian ad Litem Foundation, Inc. is a non-profit organization committed to providing additional resources for the Florida Guardian ad Litem Program and its affiliated circuit non-profit organizations in order to promote Guardian ad Litem representation for 100% of abused, neglected, and abandoned children in Florida's dependency system.
 

If you are interested in becoming a Guardian ad Litem Volunteer contact 1-866-341-1425
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