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	Dogs in 
court help  
Abused, Abandoned and Neglected Children

Please support SB 416 by Sen. Montford and HB 151 by Rep. Brodeur 

Testifying in court can be scary. For children in abuse, abandonment, and 
neglect cases, it can sometimes also be traumatizing. 

Stakeholders including judges, prosecutors, and child advocates 
believe having service, therapy or facility dogs in court reduces 
trauma and stress.  Victims and witnesses who feel calm and safe are better 
able to recollect facts.  These dogs can reduce traumatization and facilitate the 
administration of justice.

Right now, F.S. 92.55 specifies only children in sexual abuse 
proceedings can have dogs in court.  Around the state, dogs are successfully 
used in a variety of cases.  The GAL believes the law should be amended to reflect 
current practice, and supports S416/H 151 “Justice’s Best Friend Act”, which:

Specifically allows children in dependency proceedings to use dogs in court
Identifies adults with intellectual disabilities as a group able to use dogs in court
Adds facility dogs to statute	

SB 416/HB 151 “Justice’s Best Friend Act,” there is no cost to the state 
because the bill does not require use of dogs in court, and circuits 
can construct programs to meet their local needs. 


