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	How do you 
learn to drive 
If your parent is the State of Florida? 

Please support SB 60 by Sen. Bean and HB 217 by Rep. Sullivan 

Getting a driver’s license is a rite of passage for most teens, but if you’re in foster 
care and the State is your parent, there are unique barriers. Who signs for your learner’s permit? 
How do you pay for the license? Where can you get insurance and can you pay for it? 

In 2014, a pilot project was created to help foster youth get driver licenses, 
giving them an opportunity to engage in normal age-appropriate activities and be better 
equipped to live independently. Called “Keys to Independence,” the program 
helps youth with the process of getting a permit, license, or insurance, 
and reimburses related expenses. So far, the program has enrolled nearly 1000 
children and young adults and the number of foster youth with licenses has tripled. Youth 
report that the program has allowed them to: 

Finish High School and obtain GEDs 
Get jobs and vocational training 
Stay in the same school after changing placement 
Live independently 
Participate in extra-curricular activities 

SB 60/HB 217 make this successful program permanent and improve it using 
pilot project data. The bill allows all kids in out-of-home care - not just those in licensed foster care 
- to apply, and youth who start the program get six months to finish it if their placement changes 
or they age-out of foster care. Giving our foster youth the “Keys to Independence” 
will better equip them to become independent, successful adults—that is in 
everyone’s best interest. 

	


